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American Cancer Society 
Working throughout the Community: An Oral History with Shawon Gullette, HST 485: Introduction to 
Oral History, Dr. Marjorie McLellan, Winter Quarter 2011 
Afterresearchingthe list of award winners for the Top Ten Women, I decided to do my 
oral history project on Shawon Gullette. She is the owner oflnfinitee Salon and Day Spa and the 
founder of Hope for Hair Foundation. Her foundation helps women with cancer to get a free wig. 
The Hope for Hair Foundation is hosting its yearly Wig Drive this year. The salon is collecting 
wigs for women and little girls that are experiencing hair loss due to cancer, alopecia or any 
other related hair loss. The Salon will sanitize, cut, style and prepare the wigs for women and 
girls that are referred to them from the American Cancer Society. Her community work all 
started about eight years ago when she had a young lady come into the salon that was 
experiencing hair loss. Her mom brought her in when she was about maybe eight years old and at 
the time her daughter was eight years old too. This young lady had alopecia so she was losing 
clumps of her hair and Shawon had very little knowledge on hair loss, so there wasn't a lot she 
could do for her at the time. But also, her mom couldn't really afford the proper hair prosthesis 
that would be needed to correct the hair loss. So, that made Shawon want to do something in a 
way that she could provide wigs and pieces for women who could not afford them. Being that it 
be something related to cancer, alopecia, or any type of medical related hair loss. So, that is what 
inspired her to start the Hope for Hair Foundation. 
Her Sharing and Caring Program gives children free hair services before they head back 
to school. She offers free hair services to children cared for by Montgomery County Children's 
Services. She also works with the Dayton Youth Commission and the Prom Promise program to 
give free services to kids who agree to be drug and alcohol free. She also works with her salon 
and employees and created a Pink Party Spa fundraiser to celebrate survivors of cancer. I think 
she would be great to interview and is definitely a notable and amazing woman. 
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Shawon discusses her most satisfying contributions throughout her community work. Her salon shuts 
down for half a day and goes to the Children's Medical Center to provide free hair services to children. 
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0:08:23-0:09:19 Impact of Community Involvement 
Shawon discusses the impact community involvement has had on her and her families lives. Her family 





0:09:20-10:02 Strides Walk 
Shawon discusses involvement of her co-worker in the Strides Walk. She was an honoree at the walk 





0:10:03-0:11:17 Change in Motivations for Service 
Shawon discusses her change in motivations for service over the years and has become more involved in 
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0:11:18-0:12:11 Wrapping Up 
I thank Shawon for letting me interview and discuss my appreciation and admiration for the work she 
does throughout her community. 
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Interview transcript 
Terrill: Urn, okay so my first question urn is how did you get involved with community issues 
and what made you want to create The Hope for Hair Foundation? 
Gullette: Urn, how did I get involved with community issues? I think it all started about eight 
years ago when I had a young lady come into the salon that was urn experiencing hair loss. Her 
mom brought her in when she was about maybe eight years old and at the time my daughter was 
eight years old too. Well this young lady had alopecia so she was losing clumps of her hair. I had 
very little knowledge on hair loss, so there isn't a lot I could do for her at the time. But also, her 
mom couldn't really afford the proper hair prosthesis that would be needed to correct the hair 
loss. So, that made me want to do something in a way that I could provide wigs and pieces for 
women who could not afford them. Being that it be urn, something related to cancer, alopecia, or 
any type of medical related hair loss. So, that is what inspired me to start the Hope for Hair 
Foundation. 
Terrill: Ok. Urn, Can you tell me about your childhood, your family, or your experiences 
growing up? 
Gullette: Sure. I was raised up with the appreciation of family. So I have always received a lot of 
love and I've come to appreciate the importance of love in your family and having your family 
love them. And it has also allowed me to spill out to other people. just having that strong and 
family bond and the love bond. My mom has always been a pillar of our family. She comes from 
a family of fourteen and I come from a family of only four. So, I was like fifteen years younger 
than my oldest sister so I was by myself, the only child. So I just came to appreciate the 
importance of love and you know how love affects families. 
Terrill: That's affected your foundation and your work probably, too? 
Gullette: Yes. 
Terrill: Can you tell me about your more involvement in community life? I know that you are 
working with the Dayton Youth Commission Program and Prom Promise? 
Gullette: Actually what the, Dayton Youth Commission, they do a program where they do 
children's hair the day before school, to get them prepared for school. To help them build their 
self-confidence. Our salon started a program maybe two years prior to that which was called 
Caring for Sharing where we got other salons to participate in doing the same thing. Doing salon 
services for you know girls and boys to get them prepared for school. We believe that iftheir 
self-esteem is high then they will feel more apt to go to school and they will be the best they can 
be. So, that year when they started we kind of collaborated and went down and volunteered with 
the Dayton youth commission and did some free hairstyles that Sunday. And since then we've 
continued to do the same thing here in the salon. I believe it is every August the week before 
school. We have girls and boys that come into the salon or different barbershops and get their 
hair services. And how that program works is that we will call salons and barber shops and ask 
them if they would like to participate in that program. Once we get a list of barbershops and 
salons that we know want to participate, we will then develop flyers and put the word out into 
the community and let them know that the services are available. Our salon is like the nucleus so 
most families call in and say that they need a service done. Our receptionist will pair them with a 
stylist or barber that will give them free services. So they'll come here and get a voucher and 
they'll go to the salons there and get their services. 
Terrill: Oh, okay, so it's just around this area? 
Gullette: Yes, uh huh. 
Terrill: Cool, okay. Can you tell me about the background preparation for the foundation? 
Gullette: Sure sure. For the Foundation, it started up eight years ago. But it just really started to 
take off within the last year. So, some of the things we had to do was become a nonprofit 
organization. I primarily have always relied on other resources which ofjust donations from the 
community, which has always worked for me. But urn, just by word ofmouth other companies 
have wanted to donate and give to the organization being that it would be non-profit. So, what 
we did was, we actually bought wigs, had wigs come in through our wig bank and I will tell you 
about that in just a second. And when people call in, they are usually recommended from the 
American Cancer Society. Once the American Cancer Society recommends them to the salon, 
we let them come in and try on wigs, cut them for them, style them for them, and give them to 
them. With the Hope for Hair Foundation, a lot of times a lot ofthe wigs are running low. So, 
every year we run a wig bank where we actually ask the community to donate wigs. Once we get 
the wigs, our stylists sanitize the wigs, cut the wigs, and style the wigs and we let them come in 
and get the wigs. This year, were taking on a bigger project. Were transforming the upper part of 
our salon into a wig boutique. Meaning that they can just come in and shop for wigs, and it will 
be more of a tranquil environment. And so, were urn actually getting the room painted a different 
color, making it a different color, making it more chique, more feminine for women to come in 
and get wigs. 
Terrill: Oh, okay. If you can, what are some obstacles, frustrations, disappointments, or 
challenges that you've faced? 
Gullette: Okay. Urn, some obstacles are that basically when women have alopecia, which is just 
general hair loss, or they have hair loss from chemotherapy. They, if they're any age they want to 
have a nice looking wig. But usually when you get donations, the wigs may not be the best­
looking wigs. 
Terrill: Right. 
Gullette: So, for the Hope for Hair Foundation, we want to give them wigs that are really, you 
know, youthful and perky and things of that nature. That's just one of the challenges we have. To 
get wigs that would fit you know, you or I if we needed to come in and get wigs. That's what's 
most challenging. Some of the obstacles are just really finding your way in the nonprofit society 
and finding which area is good for you and which area isn't. Just being up on your numbers and 
making sure that you follow the guidelines. 
Terrill: Okay, just going off of that. What do you see as some your most satisfying contributions 
or accomplishments? 
Gullette: Urn, some of my most satisfying contributions. Would be probably when our salon, 
each year our salon goes out to Children's Medical Center. So, we shut down our salon and we 
move out to Children's Medical Center for like half a day. While were there we do parents of 
terminally ill children and we do some of the children that live there in the hospital. And that 
gives me a sense of gratification, but it also gives the staff gratification because some of these 
children have never been out of a hospital. They have lived there since they were younger. They 
were and are there around the clock, their parents are there around the clock helping with their 
children. So, for them to experiences services they've never had they really, it gives us all a 
sense of gratification. And that's probably one of the most, urn, one ofthe most rewarding 
projects I've worked on. Along with the Hope for Hair, because you know with women when 
they lose their hair you know it's a part oftheir self-esteem and men are used to not having. And 
now for women it's a big thing and now younger women are experiencing it. So whenever we 
can you know, give them a nice wig and a nice style it gives us a lot of gratification. 
Terrill: What has been the impact of your involvement in community on you and on your family? 
Gullette: Urn, the impact on my family is that its taught them the importance of being part of 
your community. And the importance of giving back to your community. And urn, for my 
daughter it 's just showing her how she should follow in my footsteps and that you need to be 
what you wanna see for your community. And for my husband, I think, and my mom, every time 
I do something they're involved. So you know, maybe they didn't have plans on it, but they're 
always involved. So they get their part of being part of their community through the salon. Urn 
for my co-workers and the vendors they're always gung ho about being a part of it and giving it 
their all. And if it wasn't for them, there probably wouldn't be any community because they 
really really participate. 
Terrill: And I read an article on Dayton Daily about urn, Mary Gowdy? 
Gullette: Yes, Yes. (smiles) 
Terrill: Does she work here? The Strides Walk, she was involved in that? 
Gullette: Yes. She was actually one of our front desk team members and she's been with us I 
think maybe two or three years. But, urn the year before last she was celebrating being 10 years 
of being breast cancer free. I think its 10 or 11. So, uh we had, we gave her a surprise party, 
celebrating her 10 years. But that same week was the Strides for Breast Cancer Walk. So she was 
an honoree there, and she spoke and so they came into the salon and did an interview on her. 
Terrill: That is awesome. 
Gullette: Yes. 
Terrill: How has your motivation for engagement and service changed over time? 
Gullette: Urn, I think that over time, they get stronger and I learn how to balance because urn, to 
have the initiative to wanna give and to balance out when and how to give are two different types 
ofthings. So you can wanna help everyone in the whole world, but to balance out you know, 
when you can give and how you can give. So, you know, over a period of time it's just that I get 
smarter and I realize ifthis is going to be my nitch, you know, I'm going to work with domestic 
violence and you know, Hope for Hair then that will be the thing that I will work with. So I'm 
just kinda structuring what I do. 
Terrill: What lessons do you carry away from your involvement in community and community 
service? 
Gullette: Urn, I've learned that, that what I see can be me tomorrow or today. And that also we 
have to just be the change that we wish to see. You know we have to continue to strive to be 
whatever it is we want to see in our community. 
Terrill: Last one. Is there anything you want to add or anything you want to add anything that I 
haven't asked you that you want to talk about? 
Gullette: Urn, no not really. (Laughs) I just think it is a beautiful thing that you all come out and 
do the project that you are doing. And that hopefully other people can see and be inspired to do 
other things and think about what if everyone can do things for the community then it would be a 
much better place to live. 
Terrill: I know that I am definitely inspired by you and the work you've done. It makes me want 
to follow in your footsteps and I'm sure your daughter is really proud of you and your family 
also. 
Gullette: They are. Yeah. 
Terrill: Okay, well that's all I have. Thank you so much. 
Gullette: I appreciate you. I appreciate you. 
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